The Gulf Coast and Beyond
Three years after our massive emergency deployment to the Gulf Coast in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we
continued our long-term commitment to animal care in Louisiana and Mississippi. In November 2008, we launched
a spay/neuter public awareness campaign to reduce the Deep South’s overpopulation crisis, which results in shelter
euthanasia rates as high as 80 to 90 percent in some municipalities. The $2 million campaign—which can serve as
a nationwide model—will continue through 2010 and includes investments in low-cost spay/neuter services throughout the region.
Elsewhere, the Animal Services Consultation program provided in-depth evaluations to animal shelters across the
country. Some 1,400 animal response specialists, emergency managers, government officials, veterinarians, and
volunteers attended our disaster training courses. We signed emergency response agreements with the U.S. Army,
American National Red Cross, state and local government agencies, shelters, and local humane societies.
Nearly 33,000 dogs and cats were spayed or neutered during our annual Spay Day campaign in February, not including the thousands of animals sterilized in unreported Spay Day events. We also distributed nearly $90,000 to
137 local organizations to continue their spay/neuter efforts after Spay Day and another $100,000 to individuals for
feral and stray cat sterilization programs. Since 1995, an estimated 1.5 million dogs and cats have been sterilized
through Spay Day events, preventing the suffering of untold millions of homeless puppies and kittens.

Protecting an American Icon
In the fall, The HSUS began testing a contraception vaccine on some 130 mares in two groups of western wild
horses, launching a five-year program to prove that large herds of mustangs can be reduced and controlled by safe,
humane, nonlethal means.
Financed by a $1.7 million grant from the Annenberg Foundation, this birth control program also has a larger
purpose: to prevent the threatened government slaughter of thousands of unwanted horses. Many of the 30,000
horses removed from federal lands are kept in holding
facilities, costing millions of tax dollars to maintain. They
face the threat of euthanasia when the money runs out or
the facilities run out of space.

The HSUS is testing
nonlethal ways to
control wild horse
populations.

Some 33,000 mustangs run free on public lands. In the
past, federal agencies have rounded up 8,000 to 10,000
“excess” horses every year and offered them for adoption.
But supply has always exceeded demand, and continued
roundups will add to the pressures to euthanize unadopted

Animal Care

animals. That’s where contraception comes in. The lives of
thousands of iconic mustangs now, and in the future,
depend on the program’s success.
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A Duchess Sanctuary resident

New Equine Sanctuary

Vital Roles for Vets

In June 2008, The HSUS established its fourth major

The Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association,

animal care center, the 1,120-acre Duchess Sanctuary south

created in January 2008 to give veterinarians a

of Eugene, Ore., which at its launch provided a home for

stronger leadership role in animal welfare, helped

180 abused, abandoned, and homeless horses. The first

build critical support for the successful passage of the

equine residents were older mares and their offspring

Prevention of Farm Animal Cruelty Act (Proposition 2)

saved from Canadian facilities where they were kept preg-

ballot initiative in California. We also successfully pe-

nant and tied in stalls so their urine could be harvested for

titioned the American Veterinary Medical Association

hormones used in estrogen replacement drugs. Many of

to oppose the intensive confinement of calves raised

these animals had spent six months of the year for 20 years

for veal, launched a new public education campaign

attached to urine collection devices in stalls where they

against cosmetic and convenience surgeries such as

couldn’t even turn around.

ear cropping of dogs and cat declawing, and provided

Duchess will be a sister facility to the 1,300-acre Cleveland

veterinary experts in support of efforts to stop horse

Amory Black Beauty Ranch in Murchison, Texas, and our

slaughter, shut down puppy mills, and more.

wildlife care centers in San Diego, Calif., and Cape Cod,

HSVMA reached out to 12 veterinary schools, educat-

Mass., which we operate in partnership with The Fund for

ing faculty and students about animal welfare topics

Animals. Learn more at humanesociety.org/duchess.

ranging from feral cats and early-age sterilization to
cosmetic surgeries and puppy mills. As part of our mission to promote humane veterinary training, we sponsored a new surgical training program at the University

HSVMA Field
Services director,
Eric Davis, D.V.M.

In the Field with Eric Davis, D.V.M.

of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, which pro-

Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association field teams have been

students at three other veterinary schools who are

vides treatment to shelter animals. We also supported

going to the villages around San Miguel de Allende in the plateau of

working on body donation programs to replace the

central Mexico for the past three years. Most of the residents can’t af-

use of dog and cat cadavers from animal dealers.

ford even the most basic services for their pets or working animals.

Instead, they make a treacherous hike down the mountains, sometimes
walking for hours, to receive the benefits of free veterinary care. Old men
riding on the rumps of burros, young “vaqueros” with a string of pack

Animals Cared for by The HSUS
and Affiliates in 2008

horses, little girls with two or three donkeys in tow—they all arrive early
and wait patiently.
Local veterinarians work diligently, triaging injured dogs and cats while
our staff prepares to treat up to 150 horses and burros in the span of
a single day.
As the week progresses and our work continues in surrounding communities, our initial impression—that the skill and enthusiasm of the local vet-

Natural Disasters ........................................................ 7,960
Puppy Mills, Animal Fighting, Animal
Cruelty, and Hoarding Cases ........................ 7,217
Animal Care Centers ............................................ 4,730
HSVMA Field Services Clinics ...................... 7,487
International Partnerships ................................ 8,700

The HSVMA Field Services program, with 540 volunteers, brought free veterinary services to underdeveloped and impoverished areas in the U.S. and abroad.

erinarians will make for a successful, sustainable program—is amplified.

Wildlife Interventions and
Humane Wildlife Services ....................................1,325

The team held 26 teaching clinics in 40 rural communities and performed more

With the surmountable need in the area and the willingness of local veteri-

Spay Day USA/International .................... 32,909

This is the only program of its kind, and hundreds of U.S. veterinary students

narians to participate, HSVMA has already scheduled a series of field clinics in San Miguel before the end of 2008 and into 2009. The “local talent”
will allow more frequent clinics, with more animals treated, at a lower cost,
at the same high standard of care.

Total................................................................................70,328

than 34,808 treatments and procedures valued at $1.2 million on 7,487 animals.
participate with HSVMA each year, receiving hands-on spay/neuter training and a
new perspective on the need for veterinary care in underserved areas. Learn more
at humanesociety.org/vets.
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